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GLOBAL INTELLIGENCE BRIEF

Editorial Standards & Legal Notice
Effective November 7, 2026

Editorial freedom and public accountability
GIB publishes independent reporting, investigations, commentary and satire on matters of public concern. GIB
asserts its rights to investigate, criticize, draw conclusions from disclosed facts, and exercise editorial judgment
over what it publishes. It reserves all applicable constitutional, statutory and common-law defenses, including
truth and substantial truth, protected opinion, fair reporting privileges, applicable fault standards and limitations
on damages. Political disagreement, offense or an adverse account of a person’s public conduct does not by
itself establish defamation.

Those rights are substantial, not unlimited. This notice does not exempt unlawful conduct, convert a false
factual assertion into protected opinion, or establish that every item on this site qualifies for a particular legal
defense.

Defense of protected reporting
GIB reserves the right to oppose claims targeting protected speech or petitioning through applicable
anti-SLAPP procedures, including California Code of Civil Procedure section 425.16 where available. It may
seek dismissal or an order striking covered claims, recoverable attorney fees and costs, and other relief
authorized by law. Eligibility, exceptions, deadlines and the court in which a case is filed govern the remedies
available; sanctions require their own legal basis.

GIB invokes California Civil Code section 47(d) and other applicable fair-report protections. California’s
fair-and-true-report privilege is absolute against defamation within its qualifying scope; GIB must establish that
the particular report meets its requirements. Reports should identify the official proceeding and preserve its
substance and context. Repeating an outside accusation alone does not establish the privilege. Judicial Council
guidance, CACI 1724

GIB reserves truth and substantial truth as defenses to defamation claims. Its factual reporting should be
supported by preserved records sufficient to establish the substance of the challenged assertion. A source’s
credibility, an allegation’s repetition or a political conclusion does not substitute for proof of the underlying
facts. Judicial Council guidance, CACI 1720

For defamation claims concerning public officials’ official conduct, GIB invokes the constitutional requirement
that the claimant prove actual malice by clear and convincing evidence: knowledge of falsity or reckless
disregard of truth. Political hostility alone does not establish that standard. Other claimants and circumstances
may be governed by different rules. New York Times v. Sullivan
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Facts allegations and interpretation
Readers should distinguish documented events from allegations, disputed accounts, analysis, predictions and
opinion. An accusation, investigation, lawsuit, impeachment proposal or indictment is not itself a finding of
wrongdoing. The procedural status and supporting evidence identified in the relevant article matter.

Political criticism and conclusions drawn from disclosed facts express editorial judgment. A label such as
“opinion,” “analysis,” “satire” or “alleged” does not settle whether a particular statement is legally actionable.
Headlines, illustrations, captions and social previews must be read in context with the material they present, but
context cannot cure every misleading implication.

Sources quotations and external material
Links, quotations and references identify material relevant to an article. Their inclusion is not a blanket
endorsement of every assertion made by a source. External publishers control their own material, which may
change or become unavailable.

Attribution identifies who made a statement; it does not automatically establish the statement’s truth or
eliminate the legal consequences of republishing it. Reports of official proceedings should accurately identify
the proceeding, the allegation and its current disposition. Applicable privileges depend on the jurisdiction and
the actual report.

Corrections and responses
A person requesting a correction should identify the article URL and publication date, quote each challenged
statement, explain the asserted factual error, provide supporting records, and identify the requester and a means
of reply. Requests concerning headlines, photographs, graphics, social previews or downloadable copies should
identify those items separately. These details facilitate review; they do not add conditions to legally sufficient
statutory notice or extend any deadline.

GIB retains editorial control over responses, corrections, clarifications and updates, subject to applicable law.
Reviewing a complaint, corresponding with a claimant or changing material does not by itself constitute GIB’s
concession of liability or waiver of a defense. GIB reserves available defenses while addressing substantiated
factual errors. Nothing in this notice restricts statutory rights, replaces legally required service or notice, or
extends a legal deadline.

GIB reserves any applicable limitations on recoverable damages under California Civil Code section 48a. That
section includes electronic news publications publishing at least weekly, but eligibility and compliance must be
established from the actual publication and the circumstances of a claim. Any reliance on its correction
provisions requires timely handling of demands and a correction satisfying the statute’s requirements. Enacted
text, SB 1171 section 17

Corrections and editorial contact: Pkirbyr@gmail.com. Please include the article URL and identify the
statement or material concerned.
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Copyright and permitted use
Copyright in protectable original material belongs to its respective rights holder. GIB does not claim ownership
of third-party works, public-domain material, facts or ideas. Any copyright claim in AI-assisted material
extends only to protectable human authorship recognized by applicable law.

Readers may link to GIB pages. Reproduction beyond applicable legal exceptions requires permission from the
relevant rights holder. Credit alone does not substitute for permission. Nothing in this notice restricts lawful fair
use or other statutory rights.

Uses of third-party material must be supported by permission, a license, public-domain status or a defensible
legal exception. Fair use is assessed case by case; neither an educational purpose nor a general fair-use notice
guarantees that an entire article, video, transcript or image may be reproduced.

Copyright complaints
A copyright complaint should identify the protected work, the challenged material and its exact location, the
claimant’s contact information and authority to act, and the factual basis for the complaint. Formal DMCA
notices must satisfy applicable statutory requirements and be directed to the appropriate designated agent where
one has been established.

This notice does not represent that GIB has registered a DMCA agent or qualifies for a statutory safe harbor.
Those protections require actual eligibility and compliance, not merely publication of a disclaimer.

Commentary imagery and professional advice
Editorial illustrations, composites and satire should not be mistaken for documentary evidence. Their
presentation should make that distinction clear where confusion is reasonably foreseeable. A satirical treatment
does not license a false factual allegation about an identifiable person.

Site content is general information and commentary, not individualized legal, financial, medical or other
professional advice. Reading or communicating with the site does not create an attorney-client relationship.
Decisions requiring professional advice should be taken to an appropriately qualified professional.

Dates archives and limits
Publication and revision dates identify the relevant edition. An archived article reflects its historical context and
should not be treated as a continuously updated account. Later developments may alter an earlier analysis.

No disclaimer guarantees accuracy, prevents a lawsuit or supplies absolute legal protection. Nothing here
excludes a responsibility or remedy that applicable law does not permit to be excluded.
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